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THE NIGHT™ W AS SEEN FROM ORWELL PARK IN JUNE
by Paul Burt.

JUNE |982

2 Draco occupies the zenith this month, surrounded
Your subuissions of itess for the J viLl be welcoms. by Cygnus and Lyra to the east; Hercules, Corona

and Bootes to the south; Ursa Major to the west; and
Ursa Minor and Cepheus teo the north. To the south-
east Aquilla 1s visible by late evening, with it's
main star Altair completing the summer traingle with
Deneb and Vega, The southern aspect contains some
of the less conspicuous constellations this month,
Ophiumchus, which divides Serpens into it's two
components, Caput and Cauda, lies directly below
Hercules, Just above the southern horizon lies Libra,
and the head of Scorpius, containing Antares the red
giant. To the south-west Virgo plays host to Mars,
Saturn and Jupiter while further west Leo will be
below the horizon before midnight by the end of the
month,

THE SUN

Sunrise is at 03h 40m throughout the menth and
Sunset changes from 20h 10m to 20h 25h during the

monthe.
THE MOON - Phases

Full Moon 64 15h 59m New Moon 144 18h 06m

Last Quarter 21d 11h 52m First Qrt. 28d 05h Sém
Occultations

Star Phase Mag. Time
*1976 D 649 29d 21h 10.1m
*1976 D 6.9 29d 21h 53.1m

D = disappearance, Star listed according to
Zodiacal Catalog (2C) number ®*denotes time correct
for latitude and longitude of Greenwich

THE PLANETS:

Mercury 1s in inferior conjunction on the 1st,oand
reaches greatest elongation west of 227 on
the 26th, when it will be at mag. +0.8
{increasing) and rising an hour before the

The Orwell Park Observstory 10-inch Astronomical Telescope at Recton near Ipsvich Sun,

Venus is also a morning object, rising 2 hours
before the Sun at mag. ~3.4




Earth Summer Solstice is at 21d 17h 23m.

Mars is in Virge at mag. +0.3 (decreasirg setting at
around mid-night. N

Jupiter is also in Virge, at mag. ~1.8, eetting half-an-
supiter 9
hour after Mars.,

Saturn ic =2t meg. :0.9, alsc in Virge setting between
22530

Mars and Jupiter.,

Neptmne reaches greatest opposition on the 17th, in
heptmne
Ophiunchus at mag. 7.7. R.A. 17h°41m
Dec, -22700"'!

Minor Planet Juno 1is at greatest brilliance of +10.8
during June, in Serpeng Canda. Position mid-month
R.A. 18h 1im, Dec. -4 48!

Souse: B.A.A. Handbook 1982, All times are U.T.
(B.S.T. minus 1 hour)

METEOR NOTES

by David Barnard.

There is only one decent shower this month, the
Ophiunchids. Normal limits of this shower are between
May 19th and July. There is a double maxima on Juge 10th
with a ZHR of 106 and Radiant is 17h 56m, Dec, -23  and
17h 20m Dec. =20 .

Next month we have no less than six showers active
some of which will be observed on the anmial expedition to
Scotland,

SCOTLAND TRIP July 16th to July 25th.

Everything is now finalised for this year's trip to
Scotland. Five members (at least) are going. We are
attempting to observe the partial eclipse of the Sun
during the week from either Cape Wrath or from the
Outer Hebrides.

VARIABLE STAR OBSERVAIIONS BY Mike Nicholls

On page 3 this month is a light curve of X Aurigae
from October 1981 to May this year. This star is an
example of a long period variable, with am average period
of 164 dayse. Two maxima are shown and from them a rough
period of about 70days can be calculated. This is quite
close to the averag e. The last report of X Aurigae
was in the September Journal where the period was also
seen to be close to the average. Aurigae is now moving
round to the north out of my line of view and observing
will cease with this star later this year.
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OPEN WEEKEND

5.

By David Payne

The experimental 'Open Weekend' held Friday 7th May We would like to welcome the following new members

who have just join ed out Society.

to Monday 10th May, to observe the planets was an oustand-
ing success. The committee and myself had only expected
30 to 40 visitors wach night and we would have been
pleased with this number.

On Friday 7th May about 30 visitors did turn up. The
weather kept dry with clear patches of sky and all visitors
got at least one look at the planets Mars, Juplter and
Saturn and towards the end of the evening the Moon was
glimpsed. The visitors were very interested and asked
many questions of the mé%ers present. It was agreed by all
thcse who helped that the evening had been a great success
and had been worth the effert.

Saturday night several members turned up again to help.
We were expecting a mimilar number of visitors to Friday
night, maybe a few more as the sky was clear. By 8.30pm
(B.S.T.) we had about 50 visitors in the dome with more
arriving all the time. Very soon it was necessary to set
up two small telescopes on the club room balconles to
reduce the queues on the stairs. In all we had around
250 visitors during the evening a number far exceeding
our expectations.

Sunday night was again clear and although not as
popular as Saturday, still attracted about 130 visitors.
Finally on Monday, again a clear sky (fouth in a row!!}),
we had approximately 60 visitors making a total over the
whole weekend of about 480. The event raised (salg of
stickers, histories and 'donations to Society funds)
£128.36., It's success clearly illustrates that public
interest in astronomy is certainly very much alive.
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JULY'S JOURNAL.

The monthly Journal takes a lot of time to prepare
t: e up, print and distibute before the end of each month.
Many people are involved generally geing into work early
or staying late at night to type the Journal up and to
print it. Because of the time it takes as it can only be
done at certain times the dealine for the Journal changes
each month and even so the Journal might be a little late
getting to you.

The deadline for July's Journal is Monday 14th
June. 4 All items should be sent to:
Mr. R.M. Cheesman,

b

b
WEST HANNINGFIELD,
Chelmsford, Essex.
cM2 8LQ

A1l items of astronomical interest will be aceepted
for publication.

ORWELL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY (IPSWICH)
PROGRAM FOR JUNE

At the Observatory, Orwell Park School, Nacton.

Wednesdays from 8pe.m.

Nebular & Faint Objects Section
Directors: Mr. D. Payne and Mr. M. Cook.
2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30ths

FRIDAYS from 8p.m.

Variable Stairs Section

Director Mr. M. Nicholls
4th 11th 18th & 25th

SUNDAYS from 8p.m.

General Observations Section

Directors Mr. M. Barriskill and Mr. R. Adams.
13th and 20th.

SATURDAY S5th June at 7.30p.m.

OCPEN COMMITTEE MEETING to which all
members are invited.






