ORWELL ASTRONDMICAL SOCIETY (IPSWICH)

DECEMBER 1784

The Orwell Park Observatory 10 inch Astronomical Telescope at Macton near Ipswich

SOCTITETY rE LI
1. 1985 Annual General Meeting

4Al]l members are invited to attend the annual general meeting
to be held on Saturday 12th January in the scheol's library.
The meeting will commence from 20.00 hours when a review of
the society's 1984 year will be presented along with the
election of the 1985 committee, concluding with an airing of
any members suggestions for activities in 1985.

2. 1985 Astronomical Calendar
If sufficient members are interested a batch of calendars will
be ordered. Pictures include various news returned from the
Voyager probes as well as ground based telescopes. Price
will be £3.25 each.

3. 2nd East Angliagn Astronomical Society's Convention
To be held on 2nd February 1985. Adults £1.50, Children 75p.
Interested members contact R. Gooding as soon as posgible so
tickets can be ordered.

4. Graze Occultation Field Trips

Two Eraze occultations are visible from East Anglia  this
month. Trips to observe these events may be arranged if

weather conditions are favourable.
lst December 3rd at approximately 18hr. 17min.
2nd “ 19th % n Thr. 8amin.

MNISGHTYT SEY

Constellations (all times G.M.T.)
The winter constellations of Orion, Taurus, Auriga and Gemini
are Wwell placed for observation,

Sun Rises approx. 08.10 Sets approx: 15.50
Moon O 8th @ 16th @ 22nd Q© 30tu

Occultgtions

10th ZC 709 Mag. 4.3 R 18hr. 41.5m
12th 900 " 4.9 R 5hr. 27.2m
19th 1821 " 29 D 1lhr. 40.4m

19th 1821 © 2.9 R 12hr. 25.0m
Mercury Inferior conjunction on the l4th.

Venug Visible low in western sky after sunset
Mars Sets at about 20.30. Mag. 1.0
Jupiter Sets at about 18.00. Mag.-1.5

Sgturn Rises at about 05.00 Mag. 0.8
Uranus Conjunction on the 5th.

Neptune Conjunction on the 22nd.
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The Constellation Trianguluas D Payne

During the month of December the small constellation of Triangulum is high
in the evening sky. It is a rather faint constellation but is easily recognised by
the three sain stars which form an elongated triangle lying midway between the
Pleiades and the well known nebula in Andromeda M31.

The most notable object in the constellation is M33, mentioned in last
months article. Besides M3J there are seven other faint galaxies listed in the NGC
cataloque. These objects are all rather faint but two of them can be seen in small

telescopes on dark clear nights. Both objects are spiral galaxies, the larger
ohject is NGC 925, 9.4° x 4.0’ and has in integrated magnitude of 10.5. The other
object is NBC 472, 4.5° x 1.7’ with an integrated magnitude of 11.4. The other NGC
objects are rather fainter but should all be within the range of the Orwell Park
10 inch refractor,

Besides the galaxies in Triangulum there is a interesting double star with
a noticable contrast of colours, The star is lota Triangulum with components 3.8"
apart and magnitudes 5.4 and 7. The fainter component is a pale blue and the
brighter a contrasting yellow. The pair is easily found and can be seperated in a
three inch telescope. Each component of the visible pair is a spectroscopic binary
making this a complicated stellar systes containing four suns,
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