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SOCIETY NEWS

1. Annual Open Weekend

Please make a note in your diaries of the dates of our
annual open weekend. September 25th - 28th.
2. DBraw

A draw will be held on Monday 28th September. Books for
selling will be distributed to members as soon as they are
available.
3. Boston Astronomical Convention

The Boston Astronomical Convention is to be held on
Saturday lst August. Tickets cost £3.00. Any members
interested in attending please contact R. Gooding.

NIGHT SKY

Sun Rises at about 03.40
Sets at about 20.20

Moon O 4th O 11th O 18th . 26th

Mercury Greatest elongation on the Tth (24%). Ssets about
2 hours after the sun at the beginning of the month.
Mag. 1.2 in mid month.

(all times G.M.T.)

Venus Bright object in morning twilight. Rises about
1 hour before sun in mid month. Mag. -3.9.
Mars Sets at about 22.00 in mid month. Mag. 1.8.
Jupiter Rises at about 01.00 in mid month. Mag.-2.2.
Saturn Opposition on the 9th. Rises before sunset. Mag.0.0.
Uranus Rises before sunset Mag. 5.8.Qppositien em loth.

Neptune Rises before sunset Mag. 7.7.QOpposition om 28th.

A MESSAGE TO ALL OUR READERS

This includes members of the Orwell Astronimical Society
and any members of other Astronamical Societies that
read this journal.
A1l types of articles are needed, short or long for your
journal, Any subject you think might be of interest to
other readers. Typed in A5 format if posible but not
essential.,
Please send all material to my address which is on the
back page or hand to any committee member.

JOURNAL CO-ORDINATOR E. SIMS




NEW LPOHT ON THE OBSERVATORY

For a long time I have believed that it may be possible
to track down additional information on the history of the
Orwell Park Observatory. Evidence is now very strong that
the observatory was completed in 1873 and not 1872 as was
previously thought.

Since the early 1970's every one believed that the
Astronomer Royal, Sir George Airy helped Tomline with the
design of the observatory especially as he owned a house
in Playford. I have recently been in contact with the
Archives Office at the Royal Greenwich Observatory at
Herstmonceux to see whether any written records exist
between Tomline and Airy. None have been found.

On May 6th I received a letter from the R.G.0. -

Mr. A. Perkins. He had found a diagram of the Orwell Park
Observatory that had been published on October 2nd 1874, in
the magazine 'Engineering'. Surprisingly the diagram had
been found in Christie's papers and not Airy's. Mr. Perkins
came up with the interesting suggestion that we may have

the wrong Astronomer Royal. When the Orwell Park Observatory
was built Christie was Airy's chief assistant and did not
become Astronomer Royal until after Airy's retirement in 1881.

All that remains to do now is to obtain the text that
goes with the diagram. The R.G.O. mentions that they will
obtain a copy. In the meantime I have taken steps to
obtain a copy from the town library. My first attempt at
obtaining a copy was thwarted by red tape. A request chit
could not be filled in without the author's name. The
library staff discovered that a copy exists at Birmingham
Library, and that the author's name was W. Airy.

The name W.Airy fits in perfectly with a piece of
information I found at the Suffolk Record Office. In 1874
members of the Ipswich Scientific Gossip Society visited
Orwell Park. John Plummer showed them round the observa-
tory, mentioning that the building superintendent was the
son of the then Astronomer Royal, Sir George Airy.

For many years it has been believed that Ransomes may
have made the iron castings for the telescope mounting. The
Ransome archives are now held at Reading University.
Ransomes finished astronomical work in 1849 and therefor
could not have played any part in the building of our
telescope. A further line of research will be to try to
find out if any Troughton & Simms' records still exist
anywhere. Personally I am rather doubtful.

R. Gooding.
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the luminosity of the Sun with about 16% of the mass. The estimated
diameter is 149,000 miles (compared to 845,000 miles for the Sun) and
it lies at a distance of 6 light years.

In 1962 studies of apparent wobbles in the path of Barnard's Star by
Peter van de Kamp led him to suggest that the star had planetary
companions. His latest calculations made in 1982 show that there are
at least two planets the largest of which would have a mass 70% that
of Jupiter and an orbital period of 12 years. It should be stressed
however that not all astronomers are convinced by either the data or
the conclusions drawn by van de Kamp but the evidence is sufficiently
intriguing for astronomers to keep close watch on this wanderer.

Barnard’s Star is easily visible in a small telescope. The position of
the star is shown on the maps below, the enlarged chart shows the
position against the background stars (the circle is 1° in diaseter).
Why not spend some time finding this star, the closest for us northern
hemisphere observers, and recall that you are probably at the same
time observing another planetary systea.












