NIGHT SKY

All times GMT

SN Risas approximately 03.30
Bets approximately 20.20

MOON

Jth 1oth ZZnd Z9¢h

MERCURY Mercury is a morning object all month, but it is
unlikly to be seen as it rises less than an hour before sunrise.

VENUS Verus will remain visible low down in the morning
twilight sky before sunrise. Mag. -3.8
MARS Mars will also be visible in the morning sky. It
will be rising at about 00.30 in mid month. Mag. 0.4
JUPITER Jupiter will be setting by 21.30 by mid month
Mag.—-1.8
SATURN Saturn will be rising at about 21.30 in the middle of
the month. Mag.0.1
URANUS Urarus is at opposition on the 2%9th. Rises about
21.00 in mid month. Mag.S.é
NEPTLINE Rises a little after Urarus. Mag 7.7.

R.Gooding

SOCIETY NEWS

1 COMMITTEE MEETING

The next committee meeting will be BSaturday 7th July at the
observatory, starting at 19.30. As usual this will be an open
meeting and any member may attend if they wish.



2 OPEN DAY AT CAMBRIDGE The Rayleigh Astronomical Society

21st Anniversary Convention
As most members will know the Royal Greerwich Observatory has

recently moved from Herstmonceux to Cambridge. On Jure the
15,16,17 there will be an open day at their new premisis. Any
interested member please contact Roy Gooding

David Fayne

SOCIETY MEMBERGHIP

All paid up members are entitled to participate in all
society activities. These include all of the following:—

1) Every member is invited to attend ALL society meetings
without having to ask permission.

2) Every member receives a monthly newsletter, where details
of society meetings can be found and to which they are
invited to attend.

3) Every member is invited to attend society excursions.

4) Every member is able to borrrow society library books.

S) Every member is able to borrow society video tapes.

&) The society receives the following journals, all of which
are kept at the observatory.

Journal of the British Astronomical Association plus their
newslettars and circulars.

Journal of the Junior Astronomical Society plus their
circulars.

Newsletters of the Federation of Astronomical Societies.
The Astronomer and their circulars.

Astronomy Now

Astronomy

Bky & Telescope.

Journal of the British Meteor Society

Praevious years of these publications can be borrowed from
the library.

On Sunday é&th May 1990 the Ravleigh Astronomical
Society held their 2ist anniversary celebration at
Mill HMall, Ravlieigh. Being a "local’ socisty {anly
about 1= hours drive away) it had been decided
that this event would be worthy of an OABI trip.
Usually for such an event we hire a mini bus, 3f
numbers make it worth while. In this case eleven
people had said they would come and Alan Smith
was therefore asked (again) to volunteer to
arranged a mini bus. Unfortunately all mini buses
in Ipswich were away for the day (something to do
with & bank joliday). This meant last minute
arrangements to take a fleet of cars (actually
twa) from Ipswich to Rayleigh.

We arranged to meet at Alan’s house between B:170
and 9:90am (this trip was an exercise in precise
timing). I had volunteered to drive half the party
and Eric Sims the other half. I arrived early
(about 8:3@)with my two sons Darren and Martin and
immediately discovered that our packed lunch had
been left at home. Seconds after this discovery
was made two further members arrived Garry Marriot
and Fete Richards. James Appleton and Alan were
already waiting when I arrived. I decided to
rapidly return home to collect our lunch and took
Fete, BGarry and James with me, making arrangements
that Alan, Eric and Roy Gooding would carry on to
Rayleigh if we got back after Q:90am. In the event
we arrived back at Alan’=s before they had left and
decided to travel together with Eric leading the
way. About 200 yards down the road we came to the
first traffic island on our route, got separated
and didn"t meet up again until we got to Rayleigh!

Using the map provided by the Rayleigh organisers
we made ouw way to Mill Hall., This part of the
journey was amazingly successful only qgoing round
the one way system one more time than necessary
before we found the correct turn off. Having



arrived at the Mill we found the car park had been
commandeered for some fete that was to take place
the following day. Once more round the one way
system to find & car park!

We had arrived, and in time for a quick look round
before the first lecture by Harry Ford of the
Royal Observatory Greenwich. About this time Joe
Walsh arrived accompanied by his wife and daughter
bringing the grand total of 0ASI members at the
event to thirteen including Roy cheesman who is a
committee member for the Rayleigh A5 and also a
Trustee and member of the 0ASI.

The Rayleigh Society had put on & very high
gquality display of astronomical pictures and
notes, trade stands: Earth and Sky - Rosemary
Naylor, Broadhurst Clarkson and Fuller, lIan Foyser
and A. W, R. Technology, games and gquizzes one of
which Joe’s daughter won!

In the first lecture Harry Ford gave an
entertaining and fascinating account of his work
and experiences at the Roval Observatory Greenwich
including descriptions of the instruments and the
characters of the famous astronomers that used
them. He also gave some humorous accounts of
letters written to the observatory over the vears
by various august bodies.

Lunch followed Harry®s lecture and several of us
decided to enjoy the hot sunny weather and went to
the mound adjacent to Mill Hall which was the site
of Rayleigh Castle.

After lunch the second lecture was given by Neil
Bone. He presented some beautiful pictures of the
spectacul ar auwraral display that occurred on the
13th March 8%. Some observers obviously had much
clearer skies that night than we did in the
Ipswich area!

A short break followed for refreshments and
further time to look round the exhibits. 0F note
were some e@x government finder scopes on lan
Foysers stand. These were very high quality
optical instruments about 10x magnification that

had the interesting feature of tilting the
magnified image downwards enabling viswal
alignment of the target object using sites along
the top of the instrument.

The final lectuwre was by Victor Clube and had the
interesting title “Catastrophism®. Victor gave a
brief overview of the accumulating evidence to
support his theories of large scale catastrophes
that have occurred in the past by the collision of
large meteoroidal or cometry fragments with the
Earth. This is the second time I have heard Victor
talk on this subject and although the first time I
thought that much of the evidence was
circumstantial and coincidental I am now beginning
to think the mounting evidence may well prove him
correct. In which case we should be keeping a much
more careful look at the sky in the future!

A final look round the displays and trade stands
concluded the event and just after 5:100pm we
headed for home.

THE OLD ROYAL OBSERVATORY AT GREENWICH
CONTINUED.

[TE{O[\IILS TOMPION'S CLOCKS IN THE OCTAGON ROOM [







