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6/ /‘/ NATIONAL ASTRONOMY WEEK 17th to 24th November
N \‘ ¥

L A
hathss - i& ) N The society programme for National Week has now been finalized.
The cbservatory will be open on the following evenings:—

Saturday 17th 8.00 to 10.00 pm.
S‘.Anday 18th 1 " " ll.
Monday 19th " " " e
Tuesday  20th " " " ".
Wednesday 21st " " " "

A lecture meeting will be held at the Friends Meeting House on
Friday 23rd November starting at 12.45 (7.435 pm)

Mr. Konrad Malin—Smith will be speaking on:—
Experences of La Palmar.

As much help as possible from all members will be reguired to run
the open evenings.

2 Committee Meeting

The next committee meeting will be held on saturday 3rd November.
This is an open meeting and any member is welcome to attend. The
main item for discussion will be National Astronomy Week.

NIGHT SKY

All times OGMT

SUN Rises approximately 06.00 to 07.00
Sets approximately 17.30 to 16.30

HODNO O .

dth 11th 18th 26th

MERCURY  Mercury is well placed in the morning sky during the
first few days of the month. It then rapidly moves

near to the sun and is at superior conjunction on
22nd.
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VENUS Venus 1is still a morning object, rising about

1 hour before the sun at the begining of the month and

only minutes at months end.

MARS Mars rises at 20.00 at the start of the month and at
18.00 at the end of the month. Mag. -1.6

JUPITER Jupiter will be rising at about midnight at the
beginning of the month. It is in cancer and will be
at Mag. -2.1

SATURN Saturn will be setting at about 21.00 at the end
of the month. Mag. 0.4

URANUS Uranus will be setting by 20.00 at the end of the
month. Mag.95.6

NEPTUNE Nepture will be setting about half an hour after

Uramus. Mag 7.7 R.Gooding

Aurora Early Warning Rota

The Aurora early warning rota system will again be in
operation this winter. Participating members who wish to
be alerted of any Auroral sightings are listed below. The
system is as follows:-

If you observe the Aurora or receive notification of a
display RING THE NEXT NUMBER ON THE LIST. If you get no
reply, continue to ring successive numbers until you get
an answer. The last person on the list should contact the
first person at the top of the list and work down until
an answer is received. In this way each person on the
list only needs to make one successful contact to ensure
all members available are notified.

When ringing please note the cut-off times for members
in the right hand column. If the actual time is later
than this then skip that member.

Name Telephone Latest Time
David Barnard Ips. 2330
Mike Barriskill Ips. 0100
Martin Cook Ips. any time
Roy Gooding Ips. 2400
Mike Harlow Fel. any time
Gary Marriot Ips. 2300
Dave Payne W.Mk 2330
Peter Richards Ips. 0100
Eric Sims Ips. 2300
Alan Smith Ips. any time

Telephone dialing codes from Ipswich:-
Felixstowe = 93
Wickham Market= 92

(David Barnard)

Astronomy Stamp Issue, Oct.l6th 1990.

Four stamps will be issued on October 16th to mark the.
200th ann1versary of Armagh Observarory ond the centenaly
of the British Astronomical Association. Armagh :
observatory is noted for its important star catalogue and
for recent pioneer studies of certain stars which show
sudden, unpredictable flares or outbursts (Nova).

The designs of the four stamps trace the development of
man's understanding and exploration of space:-
22p - The modern day exploration of space, illustrated by
the Armagh observatory (centre), the Jodrell Bank radio
telescope (left) and the La Palma telescope (right).
26p - Man's understanding increases, illustrated by the
moon governing the tides on earth (centre) and early
attempts to see into space by telescope (left and right).
31p - Man begins to understand the scientific principles
governing space, illustrated by the Greenwich 014
Observatory (centre) and early astronomical equipment
(left and right).
37p - The beginning of Man's realisation of the existence
of space, illustrated by Stonehenge (centre), the
gyroscope (left) and navigation by the stars (right).

The set of four stamps will be available in a
presentation pack price £1.45. This includes a text by
Patrick Moore. Also available from approximately October
1st will be a set of four postcards featuring enlargments
of the stamp designs. These cost 76p for the set of four.

David Barnard.




Astro-camp 1990 The Aftermath.

The Astro-camp is over again for another year and its time to go back to work .Not for another year
will I hear the excited shouts of astronomers (gazing sky-wards for the all but brief spark of a meteor)
as well as the approaching groan of car suspensions as delicate but still very heavy optical
instruments are carefully inched along the tracks to the camping site.

This year the camp ran from Sat. 11th to Sat 25th of August inclusive. These dates were chosen
to coincide with the maximum intensity of the Perseid meteor stream on the night of the 11th, as
well as the last quarter moon. The first of these occurrences, ie. the Perseid Maximum, brought
much excitement. Several observers even stopped their more normal night time activities to
watch the show. There were a few really bright meteors that night and lots of fainter ones. The
average visual count was about 40 per hour, (ie. approx one every 2 minutes.). One meteor
which I saw crossing the western sky was bright enough to leave a trail visible for nearly half a
minute through the 50mm finder on to my telescope. It was very strange to see a meteor trail
contort in the high altitude winds as it faded.

The weather was kind for most of the time with only 3 days of rain, and 4 cloudy nights. One
problem with the camp location was, that being situated in a forest we had a lot of problems with
dewing up of optics. This was due to the high night-time humidity and lack of wind. Therefore it
was quite important to have anti-dew devices. Such as, low voltage hair dryers, heater pads,
heated dew caps etc. and of course the 'shake your woolly hat around over the optics' approach,
which I guarantee works ‘eventually'!

We were once also lucky since there was a naked eye comet in the evening sky, this was Comet
Levy. At about magnitude +3 and with a fan shaped tail extending about 1/2 a degree it was an
casy object to find and thus was an obvious starting point for an observing run. During the camp
I observed the comet regularly and obtained some good photographs with a driven mount
borrowed from Norman Fisher. I should say at this point that the mount used was not what you
would call a proper camera drive. It consisted of an old central heating clock adjusted as fast as
it would go to get the correct drive rate and a small 5 by 30mm spotting scope tied on to it with
clastic for polar alignment . As you can see from the photos in this article over short exposures
of up to 10 minutes it gave acceptable results.

Apart from Comet Levy and the Perseid meteors there were many other objects to observe. Like
Saturn low in the southern sky, Mars rising after midnight as well as all the summer deep sky
objects. One recommendation I would make is that, when you are searching for objects near the
zenith, make sure you are not over stretching yourself to peer up the finder scope. I did, and
spent the next two days with a stiff neck!

Some high points of the camp, not including the Perseids and comet Levy were, the "Star-B-
Que" on Saturday the 18th, in the evening with music supplied by the local group Southern Folk.
Also a visit to Hammerwood Park house near East Grinstead and Solar observing in the early
mornings through Norman Fisher's "Sun-Beam" telescope.

Jim Hysom the optical enginecr for the new telescope, had the instrument named after him in
recognition of his work. It was about 9.30pm by this time and the new telescope was moved over
to a dark area at the back of the college and some good observing ensued. The views obtained
were excellent although intermittent cloud did block some of the sky out. Views of Saturn and

M13, the globular cluster in Hercules were gained. The first of these, the "Star-B-Que", was on Saturday the 18th in the evening, which was on one

. of the only 4 cloudy nights during the holiday, went quite well with only one or two mishaps.
Aﬁe;t:rf::‘?“ hamt:vt.;rg:.i:l:dg:?: free bee;:; T:;g %n e may;cv::i;:eog’ﬁzb:amyfmlzi goﬁ;she One of these was while we were listening to the folk group inside the marquee. A rather drunk
an ur w . Barnard . . . . D
and Elaine Wardes:?v’a ery bright all in the direction of Ipswich which they think may have person who will remain nameless (it wasn't me), decided it would be rather fun to let down the
lted in £ nts reaching the nd guy ropes which hold up the sides of the marquee. Luckily no damage was done and after being
resuliec in Iragme g the gr ’ restrained from doing any further damage we managed to put the guys back up. All in all the
G Marriott s though, the evening was a success.












