NIGHT SKY

All times GMT

8UN
Rises approximately at 07:30 to 06:30
Sets approximately at 16:55 to 17:32
Moon
New Moon 7th
First Quarter 14th
Full Moon 22nd

1997 MERCURY Mercury will be very low down in the morning sky this

FEBRUARY month. Magnitude -O.1

— 77 VE!\US Verus will t_)e‘very close to the sun this month, and
ﬂl@IFTJT '\SON/' l-‘__ //////%/J///// will probably not be visible.
/.’l‘k MARS Mars rising by 19:30 by the end of the month. The

planet will reach a magnitude of -1.0.

JUPITER Jupiter will be rising only a short time before the sun
this month and will very difficult to see in the bright twilight
sky. Magnitude -1.9

SATURN Satwrn will be rising by 20:00 at the end of the
month. Magnitude 1.0.

URANUS & Neptune Both planets will be rising a short time before
the sun, so will be in bright twilight.

SOCIETY NEWS

1 1997 Subscriptions
Subscriptions for 1997 will be due from lst of January
The rates for the new year will be:-

Junior £8.00
“ Adult £12.00
« Family £14.00

A rernewal form was included with the Jaruary newsletter. It
would be appreciated if you could return this so that the society
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[ mfj cﬁ’?}é membership records can kept up to date.
it s Please return all subscriptions to
—- FaiS Martin Cook
. Ipswich
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2 Committee Meeting

The next committee meeting will be held on Saturday 15th February
at the observatory, from 19:30. This will be an open meeting an
any member is welcome to attend.

3 Events for 1996
This list of events was first presented at the AGM.
Astrofest 3ist Jan to ist Feb.

Lecture Meeting Jerry Workman 7th Feb.
Lecture Meeting Keith Triton 20th Feb.
Lecture Meeting Andy Reid 20th March
Lecture Meeting Mike Harlow 17th April
Open Weekend April No date fixed as yet

BAA Winchester Weekend 4th April
Summer excursion No date fixed as yet

BAA Exhibition Meeting 8th Jure
Astro Camp 3rd to 17th Aug.
FAS Cambridge Convention 4th Oct.
Second Open Weekend ? No date fixed as yet

Christmas Meal 10th Dec.

4 Lecture Meeting  7th February from 20:00
A lecture meeting has been arranged for Friday 7th February. It
will be held at Orwell Park School.

The talk will be given by Jerry Workman on the
Hubble Space Telescope
S_Lecture Meeting 20th February from 20:00
A lecture meeting will be held at the Friends Meeting House at 39

Fonnereau Road, on Thursday 20th February

The talk on will be given by Keith Tritton on
Life in the Universe

Summary from the AGM

The society AGM was held on Saturday 1lth Jaruary. This is a
summary of some of the items discussed.

1 Reports from the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and
for 1996 were first heard.

Trustees,

2 No nominations for new committee members were received.
Alan Smith wished to stand down from the committee for 1997,
which leaves one place vacant. If any member wishes to take up
this position, please contact any society committee member
for more details.
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3 A society prospectus pack is nearing completion. The pack will
consist of 3 booklets on:
The history of the observatory.
Operation of the observatory.
The aims and activities of the society.
These booklets will be given out to all present members and all
new members. ( It will probably be a month or two until
sufficient numbers of each have been printed to give out to all
members) .
4 Society funds are guite healthy at present. It was decided to
spent some of this money on various items for the observatory.
Some of the items discussed included:

i) Maintenance budget £100

ii) Library budget £350 to £100

iii) 6" reflector ( Already purchased by Dave Payne)

iv) SLR camera body.

V) Spare binoculars ( 1 or 2 )

vi) Computer up grade.

vii) Finder for the 10" Dobsonian reflector.

viii) Deep sky filter.

ix) Tripod for camera and binoculars.

X) Roy Cheesman has a 8" reflector which he may be willing
to dispose off.

x1) The 8" mirror started last year will reguire a set of
fittings, eg focusing mount, spider,tube and mount to
complete it.

OCCULTATIONS DURING FEBRUARY 1997

The table lists stellar occultation disappearance events which occur during the
month under favourable circumstances. The data relates to Orwell Park
Observatory, but will be similar at nearby locations.

Sun | Star | Min

Date & Time | Lunar | Alt | Alt | Dist
(UT) Phase ) ©) rad Star Mag |
13 Feb 20:06 A4+ | -28 40 | .55S[SA093301 7.1
13 Feb 21:22 44+ | -39 30 | .26S |3 B. Tau/Ari 6.4
15 Feb 19:12 64+ | -19 55 | .17N(SA094187 7.1
15 Feb 21:20 65+ | -38 47 | 45N|318 B. Tau 57
16 Feb 19:45 T4+ | 24 56 | .18N|{130 Tau 55
17 Feb 22:18 82+ | -44 51 | .96N|(26 Gem 5.1
21 Feb21:23 | 1.00+ | -37 38 | .785{83B.1eo 5.9
James Appleton
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