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Society News
1 Next Committee Meeting

The next committee meeting will be held on Saturday 11™ November from 19:30 in the
clubroom. This is an open meeting and any one who is interested is invited to attend.

2 Events for 2000
Event Details Date
Visit to Norwich AS Has been arranged for October Friday 20™ or 27"
observatory
Open Weekend Saturday 7 October from 19:00 to 22:00
Sunday 8" October from 17:00 to 22:00
Lecture Meeting Mars and the Amateur Astronomer, Richard Friday 24"
McKim, Director of the BAA Mars Section. November
Christmas Meal Wilford bridge Melton December 137
from 20:00
Allan Chapman Talk | Orwell Park School 18th May 2001

Visit to Norwich Astronomical Society’s Observatory at Seething
Directions to the Observatory

Leaving Ipswich along the A140

Turn left on the B1135 for Bungay

Turn right at Woodton to the B1332

Turn st right

Turn 1st right again. This lane should be Harveys Lane. It is sign posted to
SEETHING OBSERVATORY, SEETHING INDUSTRIAL ESTATE.

Continue down this twisty and rather narrow road for just over 1 mile. You come
to a cross roads. Go straight over, into Toad Lane.
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You will pass the old USAF Airfield control tower on the left. The observatory is about
200 yards further on the left.
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The visit will be on either the 20th or 27 October, and will depend on the weather

Open Weekend

As much help as possible will be required for this year’s
event to run smoothly. If you are able to help please
contact any committee member, so that your name can
be added to the rota.

Dates:- Saturday 7™ October from 19:00 to 22:00
Sunday 8" October from 17:00 to 22:00

Christmas Meal

1t was decided at the last committee meeting to opt for the Wilford Bridge pub again. The
date is Wednesday 13" December from 20:00. There are only a limited number of places
available. The cost will be £15.95. A £5 deposit is required by mid November . Please
contact Roy Gooding

Night Sky All times GMT
Sun
The sun will be rising approximately between 06:10 to 06:50
The sun will be setting approximately between 17:40 to 16:40
Moon

1 Quarter | Full Moon | 3™ Quarter | New Moon
5% 13" 20® 27"

Mercury Mercury is at greatest eastern elongation on the 6™ (26 © ). The planet will
not be observable as it is too close o the sun . Mercury will be at superior
conjunction in the 30%.

Venus  Venus starts to move out of the evening twilight sky by the end of the
month. Magnitude —4.

Mars Mars will be rising at about 03:00 in mid month. Magnitude 1.8.

Jupiter Jupiter will be rising at about 18:00 by the end of the month.

Magnitude 2.7
Saturn  Saturn will be rising at about 18:30 by the end of the month.
Magnitude -0.2
Uranus Uranus will be setting at about 23:00 by the end of the month.
Magnitude 5.7

2



Neptune Neptune will be setting at about 22:00 by the 31% Magnitude 7.8

Meteor Showers
Shower Maximum Limits ZHR
Piscids October 13" September to October ?
Orionids October 20% October 16® -27% 25
Meteor source is the BAA Handbook
Roy Gooding
OCCULTATIONS DURING OCTOBER 2000
The table lists stellar occultations which occur during the month under
favourable circumstances. The data relates to Orwell Park Observatory, but
will be similar at nearby locations.
D | pate & Time | lunar | Sun |Star| Min
or (uT) Phase | Alt { Alt | Dist Star Mag
R @) | ) | (ra)
R |03 Oct 17:57] 0.34+ -6 14/ 0.65N]J2C 2509 5.8
D [08 Oct 23:42] 0.81+4] -44 10] 0.558|2C 3197 6.4
James Appleton
2000 COMMITTEE
Home Phone Work Phone
CHAIRMAN D Payne
SECRETARY &
WORK PARTY ORGANISER R Gooding
TREASURER & PUBLICITY
MECHANICS M Cook
NEWSLETTER CO-ORDINATOR  E Sims
BEGINNERS MEETING CO-ORD T Sampson
& VISIT CO-ORD G Coleman
EQUIPMENT CURATOR J Walsh
LIBRARIAN J Appleton
CO-OPTED MEMBER
LECTURE CO-ORDINATOR P Richards
& DARK SKIES
JOURNAL ARTICLES TO E Sims ipswich Suffolk 1P1 4HA

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS
MEMBERSHIP

R Gooding QOAS| Secretary
ipswich Suffolk IP1 6AE
o Ipswich (P4 5PZ

M. Cook
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The Dunkirk Spirit
On foot,by bike,and via detours around slow moving convoys,10
determined members gathered for the frist Astronomy Workshop
of the new [third] series on Wed Sept 13th.
It was a lively interactive session, with the topic ‘Talking about
Telescopes’keeping members’ attention well after the official
finishing time. A Meade ETX, and a LX10 were on show.
Starting with a note of caution to potential purchasers, it was
noted that the classified ads for ‘used’ telescopes in the
astronomy press contain descriptions such as ‘nearly new’, and
‘hardly used’. Five reasons for not buying a telescope were
therefore considered against five for owning one.
A quick historical tour of telescope development was then taken
to bring out the great names associated with todays instruments:
from Galileo to Guilluame Cassigrain, not forgetting Hans
Lippershey, and Leonard Digges [who?].
A few minutes was then spent in discussing each of many
different aspects of telescope design and function, from
portability to aberrations. We realised that with limited time on
such a wide subject, we could only scratch the surface - [to use a
most inappropriate phrase]. Maybe more time could be spent on
any one of them up in the club room on cloudy Wednesday
nights - once the decorating has been completed of course.
So the odds against travelling were overcome, and the Dunkirk
spirit prevailed. But as Pete remarked “What a pity you can’t put
it in your tank’.
Ted Sampson.
Next Astronomy Workshop
This will be held on Wednesday October 11th at 7.45 until 9.pm
in the science classroom. The subject is ‘Constallation Close-up
Lyra’. Please bring a sample of your favourite way of navigating
the sky, be it planisphere, star chart, or star atlas such as Norton.
Also some details of the content of Lyra such as in the Collins
Gem -’The Night Sky’ would be useful. Hopefully by
Wednesday people will have recovered from the Open Weekend.
Ted Sampson.
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