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COMET SWAN

Imaged by Mike Harlow from his home at Buckelsham, Suffolk
2006 2™ November 18.48UT

Mike obtained his image two days before full Moon and in the orange sky glow of
Ipswich after a frustrating period when the object had been too low and obscured by
what he describes as the largest Ash Tree in Suffolk!

MX916 CCD on 6” F/2.6 Schmidt camera, 60 second exposure



Society News (Roy Gooding)

1 Committee Meeting
No date has been fixed for the next Committee meeting.
2 Events for 2007
This event list will be updated through out the year
Meeting Venue Date
AstroFest 2007 Kensington Town Hall 9™ & 10" February
Horton Street
London
OASI Workshop Nacton Village Hall Wednesda}mlTﬁ
Millennium Telescope Various members of the February 19:45
construction team
Lecturer Meeting Methodist Church Hall Friday 2™ March
Nick Symanek Black Horse Lane 20:00
OASI Workshop Nacton Village Hall Wednesday 7" March
The Meade ETX And other 19:45
Telescopes
Gerry Pilling
SPA Institute of Astronomy Saturday 10" March
Convention 2007 Cambridge 10:00 to 17:30
Maddingley Road
"40™ Anniversary Open Preliminary dates only
Weekend March 24" and 25"
OASI Workshop Nacton Village Hall Wednesday 4 April
RA and Dec. Celestial Co-
ordinates
Paddy O’ Sullivan
BAA Winchester Weekend Details in BAA Journal April 7" & 29"
Lecture Mesting Methodist Church Hall Friday 4™ May
Dr. Allan Chapman Black Horse Lane
NSC Leicester Exhibition National Space Centre 30% June
Meeting Leciester
Summer Barbecue To be decided To be decided
FAS Convention Birmingham October
Autumn Workshop To be planned To be planned
Lecture Meeting Orwell Park School Friday 16" November
Dr. David Whitehouse
Christmas Meal To be planned Wednesday‘lf'rl
3 Welcome to New Members
Ray Challoner

Michael Whitman-Rivers




4 Access into the School Grounds and Observatory Tower
Please use the third gate into the school grounds, this is the gate behind the Gym. If the
Black door entrance at the base of the observatory tower is locked, you will have to phone

someone in the observatory to let you in. My mobile number is . (Roy
Gooding) alternatively the Observatory mobile is during meeting hours.
5 Lecture Meeting Venue

Our town lecture venue is now at the Methodist Church, in Blackhorse Lane. The church
has a car park, bigger enough to take about 30 cars, in Black Horse Lane Alternatively
there is a Park & Display car park at the top of Black Horse Lane, next too the Town
Council Offices. This is about 100 yards form the church. Black Horse Lane has only one
entrance, which is from Elm Street. This is just past the Police Station, if you are arriving
from Civic Drive. The church car park is on the right, just past the Black Horse pub.
Meeting starts at 20:00, doors open at 19:30

6 New Session of Night Sky Section Meetings

If there is sufficient interest again I will restart meetings of the Night Sky Section. These
will follow the same format as last year. The venue will again be
on Nacton shores. No formal dates will be set, as meetings will
take place on an ad hoc basis on Wednesdays. All you have to dois
to ask me, and we can go down to Nacton shores for an observing
session.

1 would recommend bringing along a pair of binoculars, a torch
and suitable footwear for walking down a potentially muddy lane. For those who are new
to the society, here is a little background for the reason I implemented these meetings last
year. New members have often mentioned that they are interested in Astronomy, but being
beginners, they have only limited knowledge. One of their reasons to join us was to find
like-minded people, with a greater knowledge than they have. Finding their way around
the night sky held a high priority.



7 Observing Projects for 2007

Graze Occultations

Date Star Track Time
Tuesday 2™ October ZC797 | 01:34:12
Thursday 1% November | ZC1221 | 01:53:24
Sunday 30" December | p Leo | 03:04:37
Other Ocultatations
Pleiades Venus

Date Time Date Time
23" February | 22:30 18" June | 14:03
6™ August 23:30
27" October 23:30
21% December | 21:00

Luna Eclipse

Mid eclipse 23:21 to 23:21, 3 March

Meteor Watches

Shower Maximum Date | Moon Age | Observing Date
Lyrids April 22™ 4 days Saturday 21%

n Aquarids | May 4" 18 days Saturday 5™
Perseids August 13" 27 days Saturday 11%
Geminids December 14" | 5 days Saturday 15"




Night Sky (February)

All times GMT
Moon
Full 3" Quarter | New Moon 1* Quarter
Moon
2% 10% 17" 247
Object | Date 2  Times Mag. Notes
Rise Set
1 07:45 16:52
Sun 28 | 0654 | 1742
1 08:27 18:22 Mercury is at greatest eastern elongation
Mereary —5e—T5615 7648 | U2 |on the 17 =
1 08:44 18:58 Venus is in Pisces this month
Venus e TG540 [ 2026 | 40
1 06:21 13:58 Mars is in Capricornus this month and
Mars 58 | 0542 | 13:59 1.3 | may be visible in morning twilight
) 1 04:10 12:12 Jupiter is in Ophiuchus this month
Jupiter 5743 1639 | >0
1 1733 | 08:27 Saturn is at opposition on the 10%
Saturn o753 0637 | OO
1 08:53 19:42 Uranus is in Aquarius
Uranus —>e—To700 (1804 | >/
1 08:05 17:27 78 Neptune is in conjunction on 28th
Neptune e 0621 | 1547 |




OCCULTATIONS DURING FEBRUARY

The table lists stellar occultations which occur during the month under
favourable circumstances. The data relates to Orwell Park Observatory, but will
be similar at nearby locations.

sun | star
Lunar | Alt | Alt

Date UT Phase | (d) | (d) | Mag Star
04 Feb|02:44:37 0.97~-1]-43 45 3.8 [Rho Leo
03:56:15 -33 38

19 Feb[18:20:10
20 Febl18:44:26
20 Feb[19:07:26
20:02:46
22 Febl[19:02:38
22 Feb[20:55:11

0.06+]-11 14 5.8 [XZ Psc
13+ -14 24 5.9 162 Psc
0.13+] -18 21 4.4 [Delta Psc
-26 12
0.32+] -16 46 7.2 |Hip 12319
0.33+] -33 30 5.7 Mu Ari

]

D
R
D
R
D
D
D
R
D
D
21:55:45|R -40 21
23 Feb[22:51:03]D] 0.45+ ]| -45] 24 5.4 |Celaeno
23:32:42|R -47| 18
23 Feb|22:55:45[ D[ 0.45+ [ -45 24 4.3 |[Taygeta
23:52:23| R -481 15
23 Feb|23:10:15][ D] 0.45+ | -46 22 7.2 11799-0184-1
23 Feb[23:13:33[D| 045+ | -46| 2T [ 23.9 [Maiz
24 Feb|00:01:21|R| 0.46+ | -48] 14
23 Febl23:14:26]D| 0.45+ | -46| 21 [ 5.8 |Asterope
24 Feb|00:09:18| R -48§ 13
23 Feb|23:17:06|D| 0.45+|-46| 21 [ 6.4 |[Asterope
23 Feb|23:39:29| D[ 0.46+[-47| 17 | 6.8 [ZC 548
24 Feb|00:27:03[D[0.46+ | -47 11 7.0 |2C 557
24 Feb|19:33:19|D| 0.55+ | -20| 61 |6.6 [2C 701
26 Febl00:57:54[ D[ 0.68+ | -461 26 | 5.6 [ZC 885
26 Febl01:15:45|D| 0.68+ | -45 23 7.5 [Hip 27613
26 Feb|02:15:09[ D[ 0.68+]-40| 15 [4.6 136 Tau
02:33:27| R -38 12
26 Feb|02:49:31|D[0.69+|-36| 10 | 7.0 |Hip 28033
26 Feb[18:57:08[D|[0.75+ | -14 62 7.311888-1358-1
27 Feb|00:23:50]1D[0.77+[-46[ 39 [6.7[Z2C 1042
28 Feb|02:05:46|D[0.86+ | -40| 30 7.1 1Z2C 1180
28 Feb|03:04:52| D 0.86+ | -33 20 7.1 |Hip 38287

James Appleton






