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Whats the begp blogp” was thas?
So might Clement C. Moore’s enchanting verses have gone for the residents
of the village of Barwell, Leicestershire on Christmas Eve 1965. Shortly
before 4.15pm a Fireball flashed across much of England and what remained
of the object exploded into small pieces over the village, showering
thousands of particles around. One piece landed on a car bonnet, another
made a fair sized hole in a driveway and another even entered a house
through an open window, coming to rest in a flower vase without breaking
same! Luckily nobody was hurt, and to this day local roofing contractors
occasionally find small pieces of the object lodged between tiles and in
guttering.

A cross section example of a Carbonaceous Chondrite (not from Barwell)

The object - a Carbonaceous Chondrite originating from the Asteroid belt,
and around 4.5 billion years old - is thought to have been about the size of
a desk when it initially entered our atmosphere and, appropriately, the size
of a Turkey when it disintegrated.

We'll refrain from any Bird Flu jokes!



Society News (Roy Gooding)

1 Events for 2007
This event list will be updated through out the year

Meeting Venue Date
Christmas Meal The Lodge Bourne Hill Wednesday 12" from
See menu choice 20:00
2 Welcome to New Members

There have been no new members since the last Newsletter issue.

3 Access into the School Grounds and Observatory Tower
Please use the third gate into the school grounds, this is the gate behind the Gym. If the
Black door entrance at the base of the observatory tower is locked, you will have to phone

someone in the observatory to let you in. My mobile number is . (Roy
Gooding) alternatively the Observatory mobile is during meeting hours.
4 Lecture Meeting Venue

Our town lecture venue is now at the Methodist Church, in Blackhorse Lane. The church
has a car park that can accommodate about 30 cars. Alternatively there is a Park & Display
car park at the top of Black Horse Lane, next too the old Town Council Offices. This is
about 100 yards form the church. Black Horse Lane has only one entrance, which is from
Elm Street. This is just past the Police Station, if you are arriving from Civic Drive. The
church car park is on the right, just past the Black Horse pub

5 Christmas Meal Venue

The Lodge Restaurant is at the top of Bourne Hill Wherstead. Go up the road that passes the
Oyster Reach, not the A137

6 Observing Projects for 2007
Occultation’s

Graze

Date Star Track Time

Sunday 30" December i Leo | 03:04:37

Pleiades

Date Time

21% December | 21:00




Meteor Watches

Shower Maximum Date | Moon Age | Observing Date

Geminids December 14% 5 days | Saturday 15"

7 Geminid Meteor Watch

The meeting will be on Saturday 15™ December at 20:00
The venue will be on the cliff top, behind Brackenbury Refreshment Hut
The maximum is on Friday 14® December

Directions for those who do not know this part of Old Felixstowe
¢ From Hamilton Road roundabout, take the turning into High Road East
¢ Once you are parallel with the cliff top, the car park is behind the trees
on the right, just past the open area of grass, where Brackenbury Fort
was one located

If you interested please contact Roy Gooding, Martin Cook and James
Appleton

CAN YOU HELP?

OASI member, Peter Grimer, is without transport these days and although physically
not able to get around quite as much as he would like, he would be most grateful if
anyone could offer him the occasional lift to Orwell Park Observatory or to the
Workshop evenings?

Peter lives in Woodbridge and he can be contacted by telephone:
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Night Sky (December)

The Moon
Last New First Full
Quarter Quarter
1st gth 17th 24th
Object | Date Times Mag. Notes
Rise | Set
1 07:50 | 15:57
Sun 31 | 0813 | 1602
Mercury 1 07:01 |15:30 | 0.5 Is at superior conjunction on the 17"
31 09:01 | 1627 )
1 03:37 | 1425 Venus is unmistakable in the pre-drawn
Venus 1 oise T 1aa7 | 0 | sky
1 17:35 | 1047 Mars is very well placed for observations,
Mars 31 1438 | 08:16 -1.7 | in Gemini.
At opposition on the 24™
) 1 09:16 | 16:59 Jupiter in conjunction with the sun on the
Jupiter 307y [ 1330 | L0 | 23°
1 23:09 | 13:02 Saturn remains in Leo
Saturn 15 1105 | O°
Uranus 1 13:01 | 23:57 57 Uranus is in Aquarius
31 11:04 | 22:02 ’
1 12:11 | 21:34 Neptune is in Capricornus
Neptune 7517 [ 1940 | 'O
Meteor Showers
Shower Limits Maximum ZHR
Geminids Deé;lzember 7% to | Decemberldth 15
16 11Thours
Ursids lz);gcmnberﬂth to | December 22™ 10

Meteor source is the BAA Handbook
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