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OASI will be supporting IYA 2009 with a range of
public events. Details may be found on the society
web site and, of course, within the event and diary
pages of this Newsletter.

And on it goes ...



Society News (Roy Gooding)

1 Committee Meeting Sunday 1* February
All members are invited to attend the next Committee meeting, on Sunday 1* February at
15:00 at Nacton Village Hall Please note date, time and venue

2 Observatory Keys
A new set of observatory key costs the society £18. If you have a set of keys that you no
longer need please return them to Roy Gooding

3 Access into the School Grounds and Observatory Tower
Please use the third gate into the school grounds, this is the gate behind the Gym. If the
Black door entrance at the base of the observatory tower is locked, you will have to phone

someone in the observatory to let you in. My mobile number is . (Roy
Gooding) alternatively the Observatory mobile is during meeting hours.
4 Welcome to New Members
Bruce Bloom Clive Webb
5 Lecture Meeting Venue

Qur town lecture venue is now at the Methodist Church Halls, in Blackhorse Lane. The
Church has a car park, which can take about 30 cars.

Black Horse Lane has only one entrance, which is from Elm Street. This is just past the
Police Station, if you are arriving from Civic Drive. The church car park is on the right,
just past the Black Horse pub.

Meetings start at 20:00 doors open at 19:30
6 SPA Convention

The SPA convention requires tickets for one of the lectures. If you wish to attend please
contact Roy Gooding. The principle theme for this meeting is the Moon.



7 Events for 2009 (International Year of Astronomy)
This event list will be updated through out the year

Meeting

Venue

Date

Workshop
Beginners Night
Mike Whybray Paul Whiting

Nacton Village hall

Wednesday 4" February
19:45

Astro Fest

Kensington Conference & Events

Centre London

6" & 7% February

SPA Convention 2009 Institute of Astronomy Saturday 7" March
Madingley Rd Cambridge 10:00 to 17:30

Astronomy Evening Orwell Country Park Saturday 21* March

Option 1 19:30 to 23:00

(IYA)

Astronomy Evening Orwell Country Park Saturday 21 March

Option 2 19:30 to 23:00

(IYA4)

Talk and Telescope Evening Nacton Village hall Monday 30" March

(IYA) 19:30

Talk and Telescope Evening Nacton Village hall Tuesday 31° March

(IYA) 19:30

Sidewalk Astronomy ( Night The Ship Levington Thursday 2™ April

Observing) 19:30

(IYA)

Open Weekend Spring Saturday & Sunday 4" & 5"

(IYA) April 19:30 to 22:00

Summer Barbecue TBA

Astronomy in the Park Christchurch Park Saturday & Sunday 30" &

Solar observing
(IYA)

31 May 11:00 to 16:00

Perseid Meteor watch

The “Dip” Felixstowe

TBA

Open Weekend Autumn
(IYA)

Saturday & Sunday 24™ &
25th October 19:30 to 22:00

Talk and Telescope Evening Nacton Village hall Monday 26™ October
(IYA) 19:30

Talk and Telescope Evening Nacton Village hall Tuesday 27" October
(IYA) 19:30

Sidewalk Astronomy ( Night The Ship Levington Thursday 29 October
Observing) 19:30

(I¥A)

Astronomy in the Park Christchurch Park Saturday & Sunday 3 1st

Solar observing
(IYA)

October & 1* November
11:00 to 15:00

Geminid Meteor watch

The “Dip” Felixstowe

TBA

Christmas Meal

Wednesday 16" December

TBA
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Night Sky (February) All times GMT

Moon
1* Quarter | Full Moon | 3™ Quarter | New Moon
2nd 9th 1 6t11 25th
Object | Date Times Mag, Notes
Rise | Set
S 1 07:45 | 16:53
an 28 | 06:33 | 1743
M 1 06:31 15:08 0.1 Mercury remains in the morning twilight
ereury e o621 | 1524 1 Y sky, making it difficult to see
v 1 0%:01 | 21:19 4.6 Venus remains a prominent object in the
MU 728 To7as | 21a8 | "0 | eveningsky
1 07:14 { 15:19 Mars is also in the morning twilight.
Mars 28 | 0621 [ 1532 | 12
, 1 07:35 | 16:11 Jupiter is alse in the early morning sky
Jupiter 8 o604 11500 ] "2 | this month.
1 20:13 | 09:20 Saturn is well placed to observer all night
Saturn e g6 o732 | O | this month
1 09:03 | 20:23 Uranus moves into the evening twilight
Uranes T 070 [ T8as | >0 | this month
1 08:12 | 17:50 Neptune is at conjunction on the 12
Neptune [~ e——0638 | 1609 | S0

OCCULTATIONS DURING FEBRUARY

The table lists lunar occultations which occur during the month under
favourable circumstances. The data relates to Orwell Park Observatory, but will
be similar at nearby locations.

Date Time D | Lunar | Sun | Star | Mag | Star
(UT) R | Phase | Alt | Alt
d | )
02Feb | 19:11:22 | D | 048+ | -23 53 6.1 | 26 Ari
02 Feb | 22:56:48 | D | 0.49+ | -52 23 6.9 | ZC 387
03 Feb | 20:57:00 | D | 0.60+ | -38 50 74 | ZC513
05 Feb | 20:03:35 | D | 081+ | -30 64 6.4 | ZC 849
05 Feb | 23:01:40 | D | 0.82+ | -51 52 7.3 | ZC 869
06 Feb | 19:30:43 | D { 0.89+ | -25 55 3.1 epsilon Gem
20:38:26 | R -35 61
07Feb | 03:53:01 | D | 091+ | -33 18 5.2 | omega Gem

James Appleton +




A Few Days in Copenhagen

Paul Whiting

Initially attracted by the promise of a Christmas market I thought a short trip to
Copenhagen could be justified by the sheer amount of astronomical history there. Day
one saw a visit to the Round Tower — the oldest functioning observatory in Europe. A
17" Century observatory once used by Ole Remer and H C Orsted, that housed a
number of ground breaking instruments over the years. It is open to the public on two
days of every week. Of course these were the two days I wasn’t there ! A long (long)
circular, 209m cobbled ramp up the 36m tower, punctuated only by a gallery, a bell
ringing chamber (no evidence of bells though) and one of two open plan loos
(medieval style) with open drop down to a pit. It is claimed that Hans Christian
Andersen once sat there. Having made it up the ramp 1 was greeted with a locked door
to the observatory. Ho hum — at least you could get out on the roof and look over a
breathtaking vista of Copenhagen.

The next disappointment came later in the day when I tried to find the times of the
boat to Hven (pronounced “Veen” as an indignant hotel receptionist pointed out !), the
island containing Uraniborg, the home observatory of Tycho Brahe. No sailings in
winter, the museum on the island only being open in the summer. The lady on the
phone I called said “please don’t waste your time going there in winter. There is
nothing to see.” Honest at least.

The afternoon of Day 1 saw a trip to the University Geology Museum - reputed to
have a large collection of meteorites. It may have a large number of meteorites but has
precious few on show. However there were some good videos of meteorite collection
in Antarctica and other interesting places. Apparently the boss of the museum
collected 900+ samples in 6 weeks at the South Pole, whereas only 3 samples have
been found in the last century in Denmark. Probably worth freezing one’s meteors off
then !

Day 2 started with Jens Olsen’s astronomical clock at the Town Hall. A truly
impressive piece of engineering. It shows planetary positions, earth’s precession,
Julian and Gregorian dates, lunar phase, solar, sidereal and local time. I’m sure it also
tells the price of tomatoes at Tesco if you look hard enough. It is a relatively modern
chronograph — early 20 century, which is probably a good thing as the maker of an
earlier astronomical clock in Prague had his eyes poked out to prevent him building
another for someone else.
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