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Noctilucent Cloud
Seen from Ipswich on Thursday 16" July only 15 minuets before
the storms moved in.



Society News (Roy Gooding)

1 Committee Meeting Sunday 20" September 2009 at 7:30pm
All members are invited to attend the next Committee meeting, on Sunday 20™ September
at 19:30 at Nacton Village Hall Please note date, time and venue

2 Access into the School Grounds and Observatory Tower

Please use the third gate into the school grounds, this is the gate behind the Gym. If the
Black door entrance at the base of the observatory tower is locked, you will have to phone
someone in the observatory to let you in. My mobile number is . (Roy
Gooding) alternatively the Observatory mobile is during meeting hours,
The gate code is on the back of your membership card

3 Welcome to New Members

4 Events for International Year of Astronomy 2009 (IYA 2009)

Autumn Meetings Venue Date

Autumn Open Weekend Saturday & Sunday 24™ &
25th October 19:30 to 22:00

Talk and Telescope Evening Nacton Village hall Monday 26% October
19:30

Talk and Telescope Evening Nacton Village hall Tuesday 27 October
19:30

Sidewatk Astronomy ( Night The Ship Levington Thursday 2™ October

Observing) 19:30

Astronomy in the Park The Reg Driver Visitors Centre Saturday 31st October &

Solar observing Christchurch Park ( Bolton Lane Sunday 1* November

entrance) 11:00 to 15:00

The success of our contribution to IYA 2009 is dependent on the enthusiasm of
our members. Please come along to as many events as you can.

Telescopes are needed for events at, The Ship, and Astronomy in the Park
(preferably solar ones if available)

For more information please contact Paul Whiting or Roy Gooding




5 Other Society Events
Meeting Venue Date

Summer Barbecue Newbourne Village Hall Saturday 15 August

This has now been combined Barbecue starts at 15:30 to

with Perseid meteor watch 17:00

Geminid meteor watch The “Dip” Felixstowe To be confirmed

Christmas Meal Not yet confirmed Wednesday 16 Deceniber

6 Summer Barbecue Saturday 15" August

®  Venue Newbourne Village Hall

®  Open from 14:00 too late

® Barbecue starts at 15:30 to 17:00

® (Cost £3 a head. Children free

®  Cost will cover hire of village hall and food

® Provided food will be bread, rolls and salad

® Soft drinks, tea and coffee will also be provided

®  Bring your own food for barbecuing and drinks.

®  If the weather is inclement there will be a buffet in the village hall.

®  After the barbecue there is a period of 3 to 4 hours before the next event of the
evening. This will give time for anyone that wishes, to give a talk on their
experiences on the July eclipse.

®  Quiz starts at 19:00

® The Perseid meteor watch can not start until it gets dark, which is not until after 22:00

For members who wish to come to the meteor watch only there will be no charge.
Please attend at any time after 20:00



Night Sky (August) All times GMT
Moon
Full Moon | 3™ Quarter | New Moon | 1" Quarter
6" 13" 20" 27"
Object | Date Times Mag. Notes
Rise | Set
S 1 0426 | 19:55
un 31| 0515 | 18:54
1 06:07 | 20:39 Mercury is at greatest eastern elongation
Mereury 756 T 1014 | *0 | on the34®
Venus 1 01:17 | 17:34 4.0 Venus remains well placed to observe in
31 02:09 | 1746 ) the morning sky
1 00:05 | 16:26 Mars is visible in the morning sky. It is
Mars ) . 1.0 | now starting to move out of the morning
31 19:29 | 16:02 twilight sky
. 1 2022 | 05:57 | Jupiter is at opposition on the 15
Jupiter T g 17 [03.36 | >
1 08:14 | 2121 Saturn may be glimpsed in the evening
Saturn 37635 [ 1929 | 2 | twilight sky
— 1 21:17 | 09:94 57 Uranus is in Pisces and will be well placed
ranus .
31| 19:18_| 0701 to observe m
1 20:21 | 06:09 Neptune is at opposition on the 17
Neptune | —51— 1850407 |
Meteor Showers
Shower Limits Maximum ZHR
nd
o Capriconids ;1(1)1&']5&1 to August | August 2 5
1 Aquarids July to August August 6™ 8
Perseids July23to August | August 12" 80
20 09:00

Meteor source is the BAA Handbook




Night Sky (September) All times GMT
Moon
Full Moon | 3" Quarter | New Moon | 1* Quarter
4% 12% 18" 26"
Object | Date Times Mag. Notes
Rise [ Set
S 1 05:16 | 18:52
un 30| 06:04_ | 17:44
1 07:55 | 19:10 Mercury will pass through inferior
Mercury 510437 {1718 | ° conjunction n the 20
v 1 02:11 17:45 3.9 Venus remains well placed to observe in
enus 30 | 0336 | 1709 | > | the morning sky
1 23:19 | 16:.01 Mars is visible in the morning sky.
Mars 56 T2247 1513 ] *°
Jubiter 1 18:12 | 03:32 28 Jupiter remains visible for most of the
P 30 | 1613 | 0124 ® | night
Saturn 1 06:32 | 19:25 Saturn is at conjunction on the 17 .Will
30 04:59 | 17:37 not be observable this month
1 19:14 | 06:56 Uranus is at opposition on the 17"
Uranus 57
30 17:18 | 04:56
Nebt 1 18:18 | 04:02 79 Neptune will be observable during all the
eptune 30 16:22 | 02:05 ' hours of darkness
Meteor Showers
Shower Limits Maximum ZHR
Sept 8% 10
Piscids gecgzgilgfer to Sept 21* 5
Oct. 13® ?
Meteor source is the BAA Handbook



Chairman's Chat

It's incredible to think we're already over halfway through the year and I'd
like to thank everyone who has assisted with IYA 2009 activities, thus-far
culminating in Astronomy in the park.

Since the last Chairman's Chat, I contacted Suffolk Association of
Voluntary Organisations (SAVO) about the cost of enhanced CRB checks
for members owning key fobs. If OASI joins SAVO, the cost will be
£7.50 per head and needs renewing every three years. This will eventually
apply to all key fob owners.

On behalf of OASI, I would like to express my thanks to Ted Samspon
who responded to Lorraine Goward's plea for help by completing the base
board for “Project Rail”. As you can see from the photo opposite, the boys
clearly are delighted with their acquisition, and have already added the
layout.

On the evening of Tuesday 14" July, Mike Harlow and I imaged a
noctilucent cloud display between 10:00 and 10:20pm. Mike mentioned in
an email this was the most impressive he'd ever seen. Please refer to one
of the digital photos I took opposite. These night time “shining” clouds
are best seen during the Summer months (June-August). If you manage to
observe or image any subsequent displays, please pass your results to the
OASI mailing list and/or Newletter.

Finally, I am organising a beer and curry event coinciding with this year's
Ipswich Beer Festival. The date is Thursday 24" September at the Corn
Exchange Ipswich. The start time is 6:30pm and the theme Darwin,
celebrating 200 years of beers with an animal, bird or reptile connection!
If you would like to attend, please let me know so I can assess numbers for
the restaurant.

Words by Neil Morley.






