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Entrance to Orwell Park.

This is a copy of a postcard of Orwell Park with the
Observatory in the background to the left.

Martin Cook found this in his constant search for more information
and facts about Orwell Park.No date was on it but it was probably
taken in the early 1900s.



Society News (Roy Gooding)

1 AGM Saturday 29" January 2011

All members are invited to attend the AGM on Saturday 29" January
Start time 20:00. Venue Methodist Church Hall

Please note changed date!

(The date had to be changed to accommodate the Star Party dates in Christchurch Park, and
the Church Hall not being available on 22™)

2 Access into the School Grounds and Observatory Tower

Please use the third gate into the school grounds, this is the gate behind the Gym. If the
Black door entrance at the base of the observatory tower is locked, you will have to phone
someone in the observatory to let you in. My mobile number is [N (Roy
Gooding) alternatively the Observatory mobile is [N during meeting hours.
The gate code is on the back of your membership card

3 Welcome to New Members
Evelyn Romanus Peter Dunn  Matthew Robertson

4 Events Programme for 2010
Meeting Venue Date
Geminid Meteor watch The “Dip” Felixstowe Saturday 11™ December
Christmas Meal Arlingtons Wednesday 15"
Museum street December 20:00
5 Events Programme for 2011
This provisional event list will be updated through out the year
Meeting Venue Date
AGM Methodist Church Halls, Saturday 29" January
in Blackhorse Lane 20:00
Astro Fest Kensington Conference & A" & 5™ February
Events Centre London
BAA one day meeting UEA Norwich Saturday 7" May




6 Observational Out Reach Meetings 2011

Winter Star Party: Christchurch Park

Meeting

Venue

Date

Astronomy in the Park

Christchurch Park

Saturday 8" January

“Star Party” On top of the hill 19:00 to 21:00

1* option

Astronomy in the Park Christchurch Park Saturday 15" January
“Star Party” On top of the hill 19:00 to 21:00

2" option if 1* is cloudy

Astronomy in the Park Christchurch Park Saturday 12" February

“Star Party”
3 option if 2% is cloudy

On top of the hill

19:00 to 21:00

If you are able to help either with or without a telescope please meet at the Westerfield Road

entrance at 18:30

Spring Star Party: Orwell Country Park

Meeting Venue Date
Orwell Country Park Orwell Country Saturday 12" March
“Star Party” Park car park 19:00 to 21:00
1* Option
Orwell Country Park Orwell Country Saturday 9" April
“Star Party” Park car park 20:00 to 22:00

2" option if 1* is cloudy

The Orwell Country Park “Star Party” dates have not yet be confirmed

Astronomy in the Park: Spring Event

Meeting

VYenue

Date

Astronomy in the Park
“Observing the sun”
1* option

Christchurch Park
Reg Driver Centre

Saturday / Sunday 20"/
21* May
11:00 to 16:00

Astronomy in the Park
“Observing the sun”
2" option if 1* is cloudy

Christchurch Park
Reg Driver Centre

Saturday / Sunday 27"/
28" May
11:00 to 16:00




Night Sky (December) All times GMT

Moon
New Moon | 1® Quarter | Full Moon | 3™ Quarter
51}\ 13[h 2 15| 281h
Object Date Times Mag Notes
Rise Set
1 07:50 | 15:57
Sun
31 08:13 | 16:02
1 09:53 16:59 Mercury is too close to the sun this month
Mercury - - to see
31 06:30 | 14:53
1 04:02 04:11 Venus is visible in the predawn sky
Venus - - -4.6
31 04:09 | 13:34
1 00-18 16:46 Mars is too close to the sun this month to
Mars see
31 08:53 | 16:35
1 13:18 00:49 Jupiter is still well placed to observer in the
Jupiter -2.7 | evening sky
31 11:24 23:04
1 02:37 14:06 Saturn is now in Virgc?, an.d is well placed
Saturn 0.9 | to observer if you are inclined to get up
31 o0:51 | 12:12 after midnight.
1 13:19 01:08 Uranus is now in Pisces. Less than a degree
Uranus - - 59 above Jupiter at the end of the month.
31 11:21 | 23:08
1 12:24 22:09 Neptune is in capricornus
Neptune - - 7.8
30 10:27 | 20:15
Meteor Showers
Shower Limits Maximum ZHR
Geminids December 7" to 16™ December 14th 100
. _ T A 22nd
Ursids December 17" to 25" December 10

Meteor source is the BAA Handbook



Open Weekend 16th & 17 October 2010
Roy Gooding

This years public Open Weekend, in October, followed the well trodden formula of
previous years. Our guidelines used for staging pubic Open Weekends is dependent on
what we can show the public. Firstly it must be in the week of first quarter and secondary,
at least one planet must be well placed to observe. On rare occasions, in the past, this
criteria has not been followed, but there would have been a bright comet visible. This year
we concentrated our efforts on observing the moon and Jupiter.

The weather during the Saturday, was very promising, with long clear periods. Members
arrived at the school a little after 18:30, in order to set up the reception desk and the signs.
Our official opening time was 19:30, but as is usually the 1* visiting party arrived before
this time. The sky had remained clear, with the promise of a busy evening ahead. All the
usual observing locations, the Tomline, the Balconies and the school playing field were
preparing for the onslaught of visitors. Up to about 20:00 cars, were entering the school
grounds in an almost a continuous stream.

Three telescopes were in operation on the school playing. I had taken my 120mm refractor,
John Wainwright had his 16” Dobsonian light bucket, and James Appleton had his 10”
Meade Schmidt Cassegrain telescope in use. All three locations were in full swing until a
little after 20:30, when a bank of cloud slowly drifted across the sky, which soon put a stop
to all observing activities. However during the 1*" hour over 100 visitors arrived. The sky
conditions did not improve during the evening, so with the lack of any more visitors, it was
decided to close down the observations on the field by 21:30.

The weather on Sunday looked much more promising. On arrival at the school, were
presented by the main school gates closed and locked. Luckily the school caretaker lives
onsite. I phoned him and asked for the gate to be opened.

The number of visitors expected on a Sunday is always less than on a Saturday, even with
better observing conditions. However, with smaller numbers we are able to give everyone a
more personal introduction to the night sky.

We had 102 visitors Saturday and 77 on Sunday, with two families joining.
Finally I would like to thank all members, who were able to help, in making this another
successful Open Weekend



Astronomy Workshops

Doors open at 7:30pm.

Workshops START at 7:45pm
Venue: NACTON VILLAGE HALL IP10 OEU (Apart from

January workshop which is in the observatory)
If you are a new OASI member, or haven’t been to one of these workshops before —
they are a mixture of events of different characters including beginners talks,
interactive workshops, hands-on observing sessions, films etc., suitable for all. They
are also a chance to chat with other members over a cup of tea and a biscuit, in a
venue rather warmer than the observatory dome on a winter’s night!
As ever, | need more volunteers to run these — you don’t need to be
an expert on your subject — just pick something interesting, read
up about it, and come and run the event any way you like! Unless
more people come forward, these will die out as an OASI activity.

Date Event Run by...
15t December Let the Weather Decide! Mike Whybray
2010 If the sky is clear: I’ll move the

Millennium Telescope (197
Dobsonian) from my dining room
down to the hall for some deep sky
observing.

If the sky is cloudy: I’ll play
something [’ve recorded off the telly
e.g. a recent Horizon programme on
what was there before the Big Bang.

12 January Introduction to using the Tomline | Martin Cook
2011 for 8:15 Refractor and assistants
Start — Orwell | This will allow new members to

Park familiarise themselves with the

Observatory telescope and observatory

274 February Measuring the Speed of Light Mike Whybray
2011 Historical methods including Ole

Remer’s method, and more modern
ones. Hoping to sort out some
practical exercises!

9 March Offers welcome! A Volunteer

Mike Whybray =~ Workshops organiser
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