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A very nice photo of a double
rainbow over Ipswich
at 6.00pm on
Monday 18" July.



Society News (Roy Gooding)

1

Committee Meeting Saturday 10" September

All members are invited to attend the next Committee meeting. Start time

20:00 Venue: Methodist C

2

hurch Hall.

Access into the School Grounds and Observatory Tower

Please use the third gate into the school grounds, this is the gate behind the
Gym. If the Black door entrance at the base of the observatory tower is
locked, you will have to phone someone in the observatory to let you in.

My mobile number i

s
Observatory mobile is -

is on the back of your mem

bership card.

3  Welcome to New Members

No new members have joined since July

4 Events Programme for 2011
This provisional event list will be updated through out the year

. (Roy Gooding) alternatively the
during meeting hours. The gate code

Meeting

Venue

Date

Autumn Equinox Sky Camp
2011

Organised by Loughton
Astronomical Society with
the support of the SPA

Kelling Heath, Norfolk

19" — 30" September

Open Weekend

Orwell Park Observatory

Saturday 1* & Sunday 2™
October 19:30 to 22:00

Lecture Meeting

Telescopes from Hell: (what
to watch out for when buying
a telescope) by

Martin Mobberley

Methodist Church Halls,
Blackhorse Lane

Friday 14" October
20:00

IFAS Convention

[nstitute of Astronomy,
Cambridge

Saturday 15" October

Lecture Meeting Methodist Church Halls, [Friday 4" November
\Are We Star Dust or Nuclear [Blackhorse Lane 20:00
\Waste? (Stellar Evolution) by
Robin Catchpole
Ipswich Beer Festival TBA
Social event
Christmas Meal \Venue Ski Lodge Wednesday 7"
Social event TBC December
20:00
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OPEN WEEKEND 2011

This event has now been confirmed with the School and will be held on
Saturday 1* and Sunday ** October
Doors open for the public at 19:30

As usual as much help as possible is required to make this another
successful Open Weekend.

If you are only available to help for a short time your presence will still be
appreciated.

Posters can be obtainer from either Eric Sims or Roy Gooding

PUBLIC OPEN WEEKEND

Orwell Park Observatory will be Open to the Public on

Saturday 1° October 7:30pm to 10:00pm
Sunday 2" October 7:30pm to 10:00pm

The weekends observing programme will include:

Observations of the
Moon, Jupiter, Uranus and the Night Sky

Observations will be made using the 10” Tomline Refactor
and a wide selection of other smaller telescopes

6 Christmas Meal 7" December (Note date change)
After a discussion on a Wednesday, it was decided to go to the Ski Lodge.
They will not be taking bookings until September
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Night Sky (August) All times GMT
Moon
New Moon | 1* Quarter | Full Moon 3™ Quarter
6" 13 21 29
Objeci| Date Mag Notes
Rise Set
U | 0416 | 1946
Sun
31 | 05:05 | 18:46
1 . , Mercury will be difficult to see this month, as
Mercury 06:40 20:07 0.5 it is very low down in the eastern sky
31 | 03:29 | 18:06
1 03:49 19:41 Venus is at superior conjunction on the 14*
Venus - .
31 | 0525 | 19:01
1 00:49 17:33 Mars will be visible in the morning sky this
Mars : - 1.4 month
31 | 00:23 | 16:54
1 22:28 13:00 Uupiter is now moving into the evening sky
Jupiter -2.6
31 1 2034 | 11:08
I . . Saturn is now sinking into the evening
Saturn 19:10 21:34 1.1 pwilight sky
31 | 08:34 | 20:00
1 21:23 09:43 Uranus is in Pisces. It is now better placed to
Uranus - - 5.8 lobserve in the evening sky.
31 | 19:24 | 07:40
1 2 : Neptune is in Aquarius It is at opposition on
Neptune 20:24 06:28 7.8 ithe 22nd
31 ] 1824 | 04:25
Meteor Showers
Shower Limits Maximum ZHR
nd
o Capriconids ‘qughylSth to August | August 2 5
1 Aquarids July to August August 6® 8
Perseids July 23 to August | August 13" 80
20t 04:00

Meteor source is the BAA Handbook ZI’"




Night Sky (September) All times GMT

Moon
New Moon | 1 Quarter | Full Moon 3™ Quarter
4th 12 20t 27%
Objec2} Date Mag Notes
Rise Set
1 05:06 | 18:44
Sun
30 | 0554 | 17:36
1 03:28 18:05 In the first two weeks of the month,
Mercury - - Mercury may be observable low down in the
3 | 0558 | 17:44 re-dawn sky
1 05:28 18:59 'Venus is too close to the sun to observe this
Venus - - month
30 | 0702 | 18:01
1 00:22 16:52 Mars moves from Gemini into Cancer this
Mars - - 1.4 imonth
30 | 00:05 15:51
1 20:30 11:04 Jupiter is a very prominent in the evening sky|
Jupiter 2.6 now
30 | 1833 | 09:01
1 08:31 19:56 Saturn is too close to the sun to observe this
Saturn . - month
30 | o06:56 | 18:08
1 19:20 07:36 Uranus is in Pisces. It is now better placed to
Uranus - - 5.8 Jobserve in the evening sky.
30 | 17:24 | 05:36
1 . . Neptune is in Aquarius
Neptune 18:20 04:21 78
30 | 1625 | 02:23
Meteor Showers
Shower Limits Maximum ZHR
Sept 9 10
Piscids SIPIEmbEr o | sept 21 5
Oct. 13® ?

Meteor source is the BAA Handbook
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The Society for the History of Astronomy Picnic
Saturday 16" July 2011

Paul Whiting

Anyone would think that royalty was expected by the way the floors, walls
and ceilings of the observatory were cleared of mud, dust and cobwebs on
the Wednesday before the picnic. More activity still on Thursday evening
too, when Neil hoovered the entire school (well all the way down fo the
boot room) while | finished the painting in the dome from last September —
the blue panels in the doors and window frames and the black skirting.
Even bin bags were replaced in swing bins. Everything was prepared for
the prestigious event of hosting the annual picnic for the Society for the
History of Astronomy.

The day dawned, although you wouldn’t have noticed given the sheets of
rain pouring out of the sky. Perhaps not an ideal day for a picnic. Bill, Neil
and | arrived early to set up the Society display boards and the Millennium
telescope in the Alston Room - one of two rooms the School had let us
use along with the Orangery. This proved very fortuitous given the rain
gushing from the sky. The original plan was to use the rooms as an indoor
base for coffee and displays while the picnic took place on the playing
fields. Now everything was to take place in these rooms — fine except there
were no tables provided just chairs and a tea urn |

Just after midday the first SHA members started to arrive. We thought that
they may have been put off by the weather, but most of them had travelled
the day before and had stopped overnight at various venues around East
Anglia.

In all around 20 SHA members turned up along with 9 OAS| members,
including Lorraine Goward and the boys. This was a good number and just
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filled the Alston Room. The whole afternoon then took on a slightly higher
class flavour when one of the SHA members produced a silver candelabra
along with electronic candles, which he placed on the grand piano in the
corner. At this point Neil started entertaining us with some excellent cello
playing. | think that this was perhaps the most unique picnic the SHA has
had in its almost 10 year history.

After the feeding festivities were complete the group as a whole headed up
the stairs to the observatory for a 90 minute history lecture by yours truly. |
tried to remember to include all the old chestnuts that | tend to omit from
the standard visitor spiel, given the usual eye glazing reaction, but these
guys seemed to lap it up — some of them even added to the story, but this
would be expected given the group.

Back downstairs for more coffee and at last a quick spin outside, given that
the rain had finally stopped.

John and Tina took advantage of the captive audience to sell some old
books and magazines.

Eventually the guests wended their way home and the cups were tidied
and placed in the kitchen, the telescope and display packed away and the
room was handed back to the caretaker.

A very successful afternoon, despite the rain, in fact | received very many
compliments about the organisation for the day and what we do as a
Society and maintaining the observatory. More importantly the SHA made
a very generous donation to the 582 Fund.






