Society News

1 Next Committee Meeting

The next oon'm}ittee meeting will be held on Saturday 7 September at 19:30 in the
clubroom. This is an open meeting and any one who is interested is invited to attend.

JULY 2002

HOWWAS I TO

2 Events for 2002
Event Details Date
Suma Barbecue Ken Goward’s garden Tuddenham Saturday 13" July
Equinox Star Party Thetford Organiser Loughton A.S 6" to 13 September
Summer Excursion Provisional destination is Oxford Provisional date
__ ' Saturday 14® September
BAA Exhibition Meeting Cavendish Laboratory Cambridge Saturday 21st September
FAS Convention Lecture Theatre 1 in the Ken Edwards Saturday 19™ October
Building, University of Leicester
Open Weekend Members help will be needed again this | Saturday 9% and Sunday
i year, to prepare the displays. 10® November
Christmas Meal Provisional date 11" December
Events for 2003
First Presidential Lecture | Dr. Allan Chapman Friday 7th March 2003

The Victorian Amateur Tradition
At Orwell Park School

This events list, is updated monthly, so watch this space.

3 Telescope Review Articles ( Old and New )
Society members own a verity of telescopes, both old and new. I would like to request a
series of review articles, from members on their telescopes.

The eventual aim would be to product a booklet on member’s equipment that can be given
to prospective new members, who ask for advice on telescopes.

The first of these articles was recently written by Neil Morley. Neil reviewed his short
focal length 80mm refractor.

4 Request for Photographs

The first Public Open day the OASI staged as held in 1972. I am provisionally planning a
“30 years of Public Open Days” Exhibition for the Open Weekend in November. If any
one has any photographs of old Open Days in the 1970’s 1980’s and 1990’s I ( Roy
Gooding ) would like to borrow them, in order make copies.
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5 Year Two of the Library Rebuild
The Observatory will not be closed during the summer.
But

Its that time of year again when the observatory refurbishment commences. Work
will restart on completing the new society Library. When you attend Wednesday
evenings any helping hand would be appreciated.
.‘ Help is requested to man (or woman) the power tools,
hammers, and paint brushes.
®  Once the walls have been finished the new library
? cabinets will assembled

1 will be resuming the observatory painting in July,
Probably starting with the walls of the room at the base of the stair well.

Members who attend will be encouraged to lend a hand. If you intend to come
along to the observatory during July and August please come in old clothes.

OCCULTATIONS DURING JULY

Only one stellar occultation occurs during the month under favourable
circumstances. The table provides details for Orwell Park Observatory; these
will be similar at nearby locations.

D Sun | Star | Min

/| Date & Time |Lunar|Alt | Alt | Dist Star Mag
R (UT) Phase| (°) (°) rad

D |31 Jul 23:25 |0.54~} -19 6 0.20Nksi 1 Cet 4.4
R [01 Aug 00:24 -20t 15

James Appleton

OASI ANNUAL FAMILY
BARBEQUE

This year’s event will be held on Saturday 13™ July at Ken
Goward’s garden in Tuddenham St Martin from 2PM.

Bread rolls, Sauces and Salad will be provided — members should
bring along their own foodstuffs for barbecuing and their own drinks.

Don’t worry about the weather — if it looks dodgy Ken has a number
of Gazebos to provide plenty of shelter!

Weather permitting; Bill Barton will be demonstrating his Solar
Observing equipment —
YOUR CHANCE TO SEE THE SUN IN HA
A prize raffle will be held.

Bring the family along and enjoy what will surely be a very
pleasant afternoon!

, Tuddenham St Martin
2 miles north of Ipswich.

From Ipswich - north via the Tuddenham Road — as you pass the
village boundary,

— signs will be posted.

From Grundisburgh/Woodbridge - go past the Fountain Pub and
up the hill through the village — - D
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Night Sky Al times GMT

Sun
The sun will be rising approximately between 03:50 and 04:15
The sun will be setting approximately between  20:20 and 20:00

Moon

3% Quarter | New Moon | 1* Quarter | Full Moon
2" 10% 17" 24"

Mercury Mercury will be at superior conjunction on the 21¥ It will be too close to the
sun this month to be seen.

Venus Venus remains a prominent evening sky object this month. Shining at
magnitude —4.1 in the NW sky. Venus will be setting at about 22:00 in mid month.

Mars  Mars will very difficult to see this month. It will be setting a short time after the
sun .

Jupiter Jupiter is in conjunction with the sun on the 20®. It will not be observable this
month.

Saturn  Saturn has now moved back in to the morning sky. It will be rising at about
02:00 in mid month. Magnitude 0.0.

Uranus Uranus is in Aquarius, and will be rising shortly after sunset by the end of the
month. Magnitude 5.7

Neptune Neptune is in Capricornus, rising around sunset this month. Magnitude 7.8

Meteor Showers

Shower Limits Maximum ZHR

Ophiuchids May 19% to July June 9% 5
June 19®

o Cygnids July to August July 21 5
to Aug. 21%

Capricornids July to August July 8 5
July 15®
July 26"

& Aquardis July 15™ to Aungust 20% July 29% 20
Aug 6" 10

Meteor source is the BAA Handbook
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Millennium Telescope Meeting - 29" May 2002

The first meeting in the School Science Room, attended by 15 people lasted well
over two hours. This quickly turned into a healthy debate regarding the
practicalities of using a 19" instrument. It was especially gratifying to have a wide
range of viewpoints present ranging from the enthusiastic, curious to somewhat
sceptical. Here is a summary of the debate. Responses enclosed in square brackets,
where [?] means no answer yet as it largely depends on the design adopted.

1. Due to its size, would the scope be regularly used? A dedicated team of
"experts" is required to set it up and take it down. Are there sufficient members
committed to completing the scope yet able to sustain interest and use it
providing impetus for others? [Of those who attended, 7 said they would be
prepared to use the telescope either on-site or at remote locations)

2. Was the project more interesting to the society solely as a constructional
challenge rather than a serious observing instrument? [Not necessarily]

3. Would the scope be permanently housed at the observatory or school grounds?
It would be useful to be able to transport the scope to relatively dark sites in
addition to the observatory [?].

4. Could the mirror be stopped down making this into a smaller more
transportable scope? [No - let's use the full mirror aperture!]

5. Akeyrisk introduced by an open tube assembly and especially an ultra-portable
design is the possibility of damaging the primary mirror with falling objects
when setting up in the dark. With this in mind, should the scope be loaned to
and used by more experienced members with specialist observing interests
rather than having it housed at the observatory with risk of damage? [?]

6. Start off with simple low-risk design before more complex one [?]

7. Comment - definite attraction at open day!

It was agreed questions regarding usage could only be answered properly following
a detailed assessment of several designs against a series of common assessment

criteria. This would have to be largely a subjective exercise without having access
to a physical scope and definitely needs input from the designers and users of these
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